
Did you know that our word ‘holiday’ 
comes from two words ‘holy day’ 
because that’s what holidays originally 
were!?
During the Middle Ages the only days 
most people had o� were Sundays and 
the various festival days of the church - 
but the origin of holidays goes right 
back to the book of Genesis, which tells 
how God  set aside one day in each 
week as a day of rest when the creation 
of the world took place. 
“And God saw everything He had made 
and it was very good. And on the 
seventh day God rested from all His 
work”   (Genesis 1:31 and 2:2)  
So Sunday was intended to be a day of 
rest, because God knows how much we 
need rest and relaxation, but also a time 
to remember and be thankful for 
everything God gives us,  and especially 
the life, death and resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus. 
But the seventh day was not the only 
holy-day which God established. The 
Old Testament tells about the Jewish 
festivals God gave them, many of which 
lasted a number of days. Some were 
very solemn remembrances of the 
things God had done for them: the 
Passover reminded them of how God 

had delivered them from slavery in 
Egypt; the Day of Atonement, Yom 
Kippur was a time to repent and ask 
forgiveness for their wrong-doings. 
Others were related to the agricultural 
year: Firstfruits celebrated the 
beginning of the harvest, while 
Tabernacles celebrated the end of the 
farming year in September, a time of 
great rejoicing when Jews camped in 
makeshift shelters for a week. The 
Jewish New Year was celebrated by the 
blowing of trumpets, Purim 
commemorated the deliverance of the 
Jews from their enemies, and Lights the 
restoration of Temple worship in the 
time of the Maccabees.
These festivals also had symbolic 
meanings; Passover is a symbol of 
rescue from sin and death, Firstfruits 
(Pentecost) a symbol of the preaching 
of the Gospel and Tabernacles points 
forward to the Kingdom of God which 
Jesus will establish on his return. 
All further examples of God’s plan set 
out in the Bible!
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Bible Hour Topics:
July 5th The Bible – what it is, and how it came to us

July 12th Bible School Prizegiving

July 19th Morning Meditation

July 26th Family

August 9th

August 2nd Forgiving one another

August 16th

Who or what is the Holy Spirit?

August 23rd

Is Jesus really coming back?

August 30th

Morning Meditation - Blessed is the man

Who is the Devil?

Youth Special

Youth Special

Weekly Bible Hour
Join us for our Bible Hour - Sundays at 10am 
Dorridge Village Hall - All Welcome!

Bible Quick Quiz
On which holy-day were the 

Israelites told to give their animals 
a rest? 
  

On which holy-day do Jews 
today use football rattles? 
  

What animal had to be kept 
in a Jewish house for three and a 
half days before the Passover? 
  

What was to happen to the 
first sheaf of the harvest? 
  

Who was lost by his parents 
at one of the feasts of the Jews?
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Find the answers at: 
WWW.DORRIDGEHOPE.ORG 
(or in the Bible!)
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